SPOTLIGHT | % |

IS 0S &7 8F v

1
L
L4
=
5
]
ol
]
o

Fashion designer Mary Anne Vaccaro has designed everything from Ak-Sar-Ben gowns
to wedding dresses to sportswear, all out of her Omaha design studio

o hear Lisa Yanney Roskens
deseribe Ler first trp lo see
a [shion desipner as a
teenagern, you'd think she was heing
sent o the dentist to have her wisdom
teeth removed
Roskens” mother had made arrange
menis for hor to have semething nice
mache for a i‘l\l'(‘ull nccasion, Roskens
reluctanthy complie.
"1 went with great sttitude and
gread eisdain,” Rnskens recalls
That atttucle changed, lowever,
Roskens says, meme minutes afier she
arrived] at fashion desianer Many Anne
Vaccara's mid-tern Omaha shodio.
Vierarn greeted Hoskens with a
simile om her lips and & white tape
mesisnre shing amand her neck. The
next thing Roskens knew, she was being
draped in fubrie and having her entire
Inni?.(nnt to mention her attibode, trns-
fosrrmied
"I et llli_g incredilile conmection,”

sabel Rotkens, President and CEO of
America IFirst Efl'urr]'rﬁnh".. “It s wary
byl Ilill'l.l"l-l.,"-b!rlullﬂl refationship. 1
was terribly anstons to get back, and
now she's designed iy wedding dress
il sumll'tllillg impertant for overy
impaortant event in my life.”

Chver some 30 years of designing in
Omaha, Vaoram las th.migurn.l mm:;'-
thing from wedding dreses to Ak-Sar-
Ren geams io spontswear. Most
recently, she had one of her red dresses
Featuned and displiyed alongside those
of prominent designers Osear de la
Renta, Dhanna Karan, Carmen Mare
Wilvo saned |1\;L:.1]Ee)- and Mischika at the
Red Dress Ball in My, She ako
designed the headed ﬂm.' eocktail dress
wormn by chairveman D Theresa
Hatcher (see page 200,

It not only the style of Vieearns
garments that makes them unique, but
also the fashion in which tey'ne made,
Exch plece is carefully crafted by hand,

“People think this is like a fctory
aune] that the diess goes through this
specd process of constmietion,” she
says. “That is net it at oll.”

Iesten, it fukes about six weeks to
take a dress frem design to production
tr comipletion

“Its very Inbor-intensive,” she says,
“That’s why people don make clothes
this wiy anyminne.”

But Vacearo does. And that’s why
Tvinng @ garment designed by Vicear,
Der elient says, is as much about the
experience as it is the garment, Ancd the
makeover alten goes beyond fashion
Vaccaro hes been known to provide a
sympathetic car to clients as well as
pitss on intevesting advice and recom-
mieneled reading lists,

“I0s like counseling,” Vicearo client
Annie Morgan sawys. “She enriches your
life s well sis your wardiobe,”

Liker her garments, Vacoiro is an
original herself, with a story as snique

Passion for

FASHI

as ler elothing,

As Boskens sinys, “Shesa real ingpi-
raticn.”

Vaccarn began designing clotles o
an agre when most ldds e [earming the
alphinbet and figiing out how to count.
She dliel it out ol interest - and necessity,

Tioor cliabshy as o chifid bo 1t into
store-hought dlothes, she deseribed the
elathes she wanted to her grandimother,
whe sewed them for her One of her
first creations was the dress she wore
far the: first day af kindergarten

“It was a blue nydon plisse with a big
sepuare collar with laee trim and avad-
F"t:ﬁ'l'lr huttons an the ealor™ Vaceam
recalls, “And the buttons didn't match,
They were just the buttons | [iked.”

By grade school, Vacearo was not
only designing her clothes, she was
sewing them, too. By cight years old,
shies was {,.‘Ll|[|'|,1:[|'|g fashion g
such o Vopue, Buzanre nnd Town &
Coamtry.

“llived ina fﬂl!t:u}' wonlel, wliere all
1 il wass loak at pletures ol women In
fashion mageines who booked the wy
I wanted to look when | grew up,” she
§ays

Vacoarn attended Catholie sehoal in
Chinaha, where she hiad to wear a uni-
form, except an holy davs. Vacouo
treated] theose days like her personal
fashion show:. Her croations direw
quizzical looks from the bays, she
recalls, bat sdhmiving plances from the
girls.

She snswered any eritics by erying,
“1'm not finished yet!”

Her parents and teachers provided
the suppartive words aned enconnge-
ment Hhat spurred her on,

Varruro was so dedicated to her

Sty by
Conrey Ross
Phatos oy
e SeHolz

1]
o)
Q
£
(77}
3




ha
=

attending brunk shows at local
departorent stores by hersell,
She remembers sneaking san-
ples Inte dressing rooms and
trylng thim on.

"I was training for my des-
tiny,” she says,

Alter gracduating from
Central High School in 1968,
Vacraro attended the
Minneapolis College of Arl &
Design on Tull scholarship, A
yoar liter, she trimsferred to
UNO anad made plans to trins-
fer again to the Fashion
Tnstitute uf'l.'cd'mn]a?'.
Lnstead, she got eaught up in
her studio “&km :md.gin atrdy-
Ing ot history and remained at
UNO, graduating with a fine
arts degree in 1973,

The design work sho did at
UNO brouglit her nationnl
recngmition in several puklica-
ticms, including Mademeisells,

Aller graduation, Vo
worked locally and nationally
ws fashion illustrator and
writer In 1978, her focus shift-
ed to the fshion design busi-
ness shie runs today,

VMucearo spent much of the
next decade expanding her
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buisiness and radsiog her only
son, Doaninic, whie dulled U
ever-prresent fpe mensn
aronmnd his mother’s neek as
“mann’s working necklee,”

Biridlal wenr provided
Vioearo one of her bippest
breakthroughs. Tn 1986, she
bremght the: idea of brides-
miaids separates to Bill Levkoll
i Mew York. She was hired to
design sl produce the first
collection of bridal sepamies
ever done in the LS,

By 15800, Yaccaro’s work
becomie sa highly regarded it
several garment industry
friends in New York convineed
her to open a showroom there.
She did, but it exbousted her,

She kept the custom busi-
naess in Cmaha, with eight full-
time emplayees, She retumed
to Omnathia one week per
muontl, bt stee fouml bersell
spenidding maost of that time tak-
ing calls from New York
Deciding she was spreading
herself tno thin, Yaocano closed
thee sheuwroom after a year,

It wies ton difficult to lve
D el work there,” she
explains. “You can only be one

“I love beautiful clothes, beautiful cars, beautiful houses, beautiful music. | just enjoy
beautiful things.” - Mary Anne Vaccaro

place at a time,”

Now Vacearo’s work focuses
almest entirely on Chmaha. She
Tias @ wide range of clients of
all ages, wants, needs and
Ludy-types, The one thing they
all have in m;ﬂmrm i5 wn
appreciation for quality, design
mpv]r'l the designerfl B

Thongh Vacsar vecasional-
:r mitkes hurdous silk shirts

or me, she almost exclusively
SEVES Anmen

1 really undlerstand
wonen,” sl sys, “andd there
isni't anything 1 make that T
haven't pessonnlly tried in
some way. My design is as
el leeling as seelng.”

Roskens says Vacearo hasa
kmnck for muking elothes that
suft her mood and personality

“She e ot what you
like and what makes you tick.”
Foskens siys. “She designs
clothing that truly reflects wha
you ane,”

Raoskens jobes Ual Ve
ix almiost Lo ool ut what she
does,

“The had thing is when T
see hier, Tl have something in
minel wnel end up getling some-
thing else, too,” Roskens says,
with a laugh, “She's o very
effective saleswoman ™

Vaeearo's design process
g with wn individual meet-
ing ber dient, This is when
Vioearn plays i role that she
kichling refers to as “the dress
pavehic.” The client descrilies
the event she'’s golng to, what
role she’s playing in the ovent
and what she'd like to wear. 1t
Vieeara's job to emvision the
oulfit.

From a room full of falwics
sl materials, Vaceam then hing
her elicats select what appeals
to them most. Vacearo miakes
suggestions and skeleles o vui-
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mined thronghout the ereative process. — says, i that their equality and afoxd-

Chice the design has been made, ahillity. {%
Vavcaro takes measurements and then “You can shop out of tewn and (]

rsanilly creates o pattern of the spendl inore money ad live it not be )

siim customdzed o the client’s ns nico,” she says. —
WEASITETCTES, Winrking with the finer things is %

“We have no sizes becanse we fit whal gives Vaccaro the grealest joy. =
all sizes,” Vacearo explaing, Andl her appreciation uﬁhme things

Onee the pattermn has been com- goes far beyand fashion aned fabries,
pleted, o mmshin fabric version of the “T just enoy heautiful things. 1 lwe
garment is eut and sewn, The elient beautilul clothes, beautiful cars, beau-
returmns for a litting. The muslin is tiful houses, beaulilul musle,” she

arked with fit and design alteratons,  says. "Tts o sense of appreciation 1
Anather patterm is made from that, have fior the design and all the people

then the actval garment is cut and it took to make it work.”

Wil Whern it evanes Lo clotling, Ieauty,
With the help of her 20-year assis-  in Vaccaro’s eyes, bs a garment that
tants Janclle Schell and Patricla combines quality, fit and timeless ele-

Marris, Vieearo sees the garment gance.

through every step of production in "1t important for e to give the

heer studdi, client the look of the tives with o
Client Annie Morgan ks among timeless attitude of

those wha likes have a say in her quality.”

style, right down to belping
choosy Lhe fabeie, Bul per-
haps the best thing about
Vacearo® powns, Morgan

ety of designs,

This is all done under one
simple rule: “Don't say no until
you knews™ which is Vaccaros
mnwllo for keeping an open

There is a solution to the discomfort, ant appearante
of varicose veins that dossn't inveolve velin stripping.

Closurc® is a clinically proven, minimally invasive procedure that treats
varicose veins and their underlying cause, venous reflux, with little or

no pain.  Closure patients can walk away from the procedure and be Closure.

back to everyday activilies = either at home or al work = within a day.

Plus, the Closure procedure is covered by maost insurance providers. WWW.YNnus.com
Put Closure 1o the pain and appearance of varicose veins, To find out if the Prenaw o pafnfres. octive [l
Closure procedure s right for you, call us today at: 5 72 3663 .J:”d ' .
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Top: vaccano sketches a drass,
Left Vaoraro works with assis-




